
THE ENVIROTHON CONCEPT 
 

Young minds love a challenge.  The 

idea of matching wits with their peers 

excites and inspires teenagers. 
 

Established as a competitive, multi-disciplinary, 

problem-solving, natural resource event for high 

school students to challenge their environmental 

knowledge, the Envirothon program encourages 

students to actively pursue natural resource infor-

mation.  Thousands of high school students have 

dared to test their knowledge of the natural world 

and the environment.  They become wiser and 

more concerned about the environment 

through the education they receive dur-

ing this competition. 
 

Team sponsors and coaches train and 

test students in five natural resource 

area:  Forestry, Soils, Aquatics, Wildlife 

and a current environmental issue such 

as, Wetlands Management, Groundwater, Alter-

native Energy, etc. 
 

HISTORY OF THE ENVIROTHON 
 

The Envirothon began in Pennsylvania in 1979.  

By 1998, nearly forty states and provinces in the 

United States and Canada had initiated programs.  

Each state and province sends their top team to 

the Canon Envirothon international competition 

during the summer.  Today, over forty states and 

eight provinces compete at the international 

level.  Illinois joined the competition in 1995. 
 

Conservation Districts in 

every state help sponsor the 

state competition.  The inter-

national contest is primarily 

sponsored by Canon and is 

ENVIROTHON OBJECTIVES 
 

The objectives of the Envirothon competition are 

twofold: To test the environmental 

knowledge and understanding of high 

school students about state resource is-

sues and to cultivate within students, 

across the state, a  desire to learn more 

about their natural world. 
 

THE ENVIROTHON PROGRAM 
 

Conservation districts’ educational coordinators, 

district employees or Illinois Envirothon Com-

mittee members, identify teachers or advi-

sors in both public and private high schools, 

in 4-H or other environmental clubs who 

want to work with the Envirothon program.  

The advisors may be science or social stud-

ies teachers, school administrators or club 

leaders who have an interest in youth and 

their impact on environmental issues and 

concerns. 
 

Local natural resource professionals, such as for-

esters, soil scientists, wildlife experts, fisheries 

specialists and others provide technical assistance 

and resource materials to participating Envi-

rothon teams.  The team members continuously 

study their materials throughout 

the year in order to prepare for the 

state competition. 
 

Illinois Conservation Districts’ are 

broken up into 16 Land Use Coun-

cils.  Each Land Use Council sets 

up local , area-level competitions 

and one team advances to the state 

level.  The state level is usually 

held in early May of each year.   

“Fostering Environmentally Conscious, Decision Making Young Adults” 



Students challenge their 

knowledge in a problem-

solving competition that en-

tails “hands on” involvement 

with natural resource informa-

tion.  The state competition is held over a period of two 

days.  As a team, they complete 5 written field station 

test, which cover the 5 study areas. In addition to the 

tests, the team must give an oral presentation where 

they form possible solutions to a realistic environ-

mental problem dealing with the current issue. 
 

The overall winner of the state competition advances to 

the Canon Envirothon, which is hosted by a different 

state or province each year.  The Canon Envirothon is a 

five-day event where the team members not only par-

take in an intense competition, but they have the privi-

lege of going on field trips, where they see local sites 

and points of interest.  The team members are also pro-

vided with other environmental and social activities 

such as campfires, hikes, dances, ice cream socials and 

the very popular Trading Session. 
 

SO, WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN? 
Envirothon teams, throughout the school year, take an 

in-depth look at wildlife, aquatics, forestry, soils and 

current environmental issues.  The spirit of competi-

tion, which motivates athletes, drives 

successful businesses and develops 

new ideas, also motivates young citi-

zens.  In competing in the Envirothon 

competition, not only do students learn 

about their state’s natural resources, 

problems and solutions, they also learn 

about team building, communication 

and conservation partnerships. 
 

The payoff for natural resource profes-

sionals is a more aware and concerned 

citizenry in the future.  The environ-

ment can only benefit from this educa-

tional effort.  Although Envirothon 

competitors are restricted to students in grades 9 

through 12, there is nothing in the by-laws that prevents  

school districts from establishing an environmental 

contest for all grade levels as training for senior high 

competitions. 
 

WANT MORE INFORMATION? 
To obtain more information regarding the Envirothon, 

contact your local Soil & Water Conservation District 

office.  You may also get information on The Canon 

National Envirothon at: www.envirothon.org 
 

Conservation District personnel and Committee  

members welcome your involvement to help make  

environmental education and the Envirothon  

competition an integral part of your community.  

Please feel free to contact any of the committee members 

listed to answer any of your questions on the  

Northeastern Illinois Envirothon. 
 

Boone County SWCD 

Jackie Falkenstein 

P.O. Box 218 

Belvidere, IL 61008 

(815) 544-2677 Ext. 3 

jackie.falkenstein@il.nacdnet.net 
 

DeKalb County SWCD 

Dean Johnson 

1350 W. Prairie Drive 

Sycamore, IL  60178 

(815) 756-3237 Ext. 3 

Dean.Johnson@il.nacdnet.net 
 

Kane-DuPage County SWCD 

(For DuPage- See The Conservation Foundation) 

Elizabeth Hagan-Moeller 

2315 Dean St. Suite 100 

St. Charles, IL  60175 

(630) 584-7961 Ext. 3 

elizabeth.hagenmoeller@kanedupageswcd.org 
 

Lake County SWCD 

This office has closed.  

Please contact the McHenry-Lake Co. SWCD. 

 

McHenry-Lake County SWCD 

Spring Duffey 

1648 S. Eastwood Drive 

Woodstock, IL  60098 

(815) 338-0099 Ext. 3 

spring.duffey@il.nacdnet.net 
 

North Cook County SWCD 

(Cook County North of Cermak) 

Tonya Canania 

P.O. Box 407 

Streamwood, IL  60107 

(847) 468-0071 

T.Canania@northcookswcd.org 
 

Will-South Cook County SWCD 

Kim Mitchell 

1201 S. Gougar Rd 

New Lenox, IL  60451 

(815) 462-3106 Ext. 3 

kim.mitchell@will-scookswcd.org 
 

Winnebago County SWCD 

Melisa Long 

4833 Owen Center Road 

Rockford, IL  61101 

(815) 965-2392 

melisalong@comcast.net 
 

The Conservation Foundation 

(DuPage County Only) 

Judy Fitchett 

10S404 Knoch Knolls Road 

Naperville, IL  60565 

(630) 428-4500 Ext. 11 

jfitchett@theconservationfoundation.org 


