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We will be hosting our 71st Annual Meeting and
Awards Luncheon on Friday, January 27 at Klehm
Arboretum , located at 2715 S. Main Street, in Rock-
ford, lllinois. Each year, we get together for our annual /
meeting to highlight the past years accomplishments, § §
recognize and present awards to deserving groups or ¢y’
individuals, and conduct our election of directors. Three
directors will be elected.
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Call the District office for tickets (815) 965 -2392, x3. Tickets are
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A silent auction will be held at the Annual Meeting to help support our
| ocal AEnvirothond competition,
volved around natural resource topics such as soils, aquatics, forestry
and wildlife. Additional proceeds will go towards the District scholar-
ship fund. For additional information on the Envirothon contact the
District office.

Conserving Our Land Today For Tomorrow

The Winnebago County Soil & Water Conservation District is a locally operated unit of government funaioning under lllinois L
Our purpose is to promote the protection, maintenance, improvement, and wise use of the soil, water, antimelseDisesciurces wi
Est. 1940
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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

January 2012

1 1/16 - Office Closed - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
1 1/27 - Annual Meeting - @ Klehm Arboretum

1 1/31 - Board Meeting

February
1 2/20 - Office Closed-Pr esi dent 6s
1 2/28 - Board Meeting

March

1  3/7 - Erosion Control Wkshp

1 3/14 - Youth Groundwater Festival -
Rock Valley College

1 3/27 - Board Meeting

1 3/28 - Erosion Control Workshop (tentative)
1 3/30 - Tree Sale deadline

1 3/30 - WCSWCD Scholarship deadline
April

1 4/3 - North Event - Envirothon

9 4/5 - South Event - Envirothon

1 4/19 - Tree Order Pick-Up (tentative)
1 4/24 - Board Meeting

For additional information on any of the events listed
above please call the district office at (815) 965-2392, x3.

Day

Scholarship Sponsors 2011-2012

The Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation
District Directors and Staff would like to thank the follow-
ing organizations for their contribution to the Winnebago
County SWCD Scholarship Fund which will be put to-
wards a scholarship for a High School Graduate or cur-
rent college student pursuing a degree in the natural re-
sources field.

‘ Arnold Lundgren Associates

HORIZONS

WINNEBAGO COUNTY
SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SCHOLARSHIP

The Directors of the Winnebago County Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD) are taking ap-
plications for a scholarship of up to $750.00 ($500
minimum).  This will be awarded to a Winnebago
County youth who is or has graduated from a Win-
nebago County high school, or someone currently
enrolled in an accredited college or university, to
further his or her education in an agricultural field.
This includes fields such as Agribusiness, Ag-
Economics, Agronomy, Natural Resources, Soil
and Crop Science, Forestry, Aquaculture, Wildlife
Management, Ag-Science, etc.

A check for half of the amount will be issued for
each of the two semesters to the student. This will
be done as soon as evidence of registration is fur-
nished to the SWCD. Second semester payment is
dependent upon a cumulative grade point average
of 3.0. The funds are to be used for the purpose of
book, fees and/or tuition.

A committee selected by the Winnebago County
SWCD Board and Executive Director will screen all
applications. The selection will be based equally
upon the following criteria: academic achievement,
community service related to conservation activi-
ties; and educational and career goals.

To obtain an application, go to our website at
www.winnebagoswcd.org or contact the office at
(815) 965-2392, extension 3. Please type or print
legibly in black or blue ink. All completed forms
must be received by March 30" at the district of-
fice: Winnebago County SWCD, 4833 Owen Cen-
ter Road, Rockford, IL 61101. Any applications
submitted after this date will be disqualified.

The scholarship selection will be made prior to
graduation and, if possible, be presented to the re-
cipient at High School graduation or awards night.


http://www.winnebagoswcd.org/
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Conservation Stewardship Program Applications
Due by January 13

USDAG6s Natur al Resources Conservation Servicdaf] ( NRC
date for the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is January 13, 2012. Producers interested in
CSP should submit applications to their local NRCS office by the deadline so that their applications
can be considered during the first ranking period of 2012.

AnCSP i s one of our most popular conservation progr
NRCS Chief Dave White said. fi | encourage all flar me
contact their | ocal NRCS office as soon as pos|si bl ¢

CSP is offered in all 50 states, and the Pacific and Caribbean areas through continuous sign-ups. The
program provides many conservation benefits including improvement of water and soil quality, wildlife
habitat enhancements and adoption of conservation activities that address the effects of climate
change. Eligible lands include cropland, pastureland, rangeland, nonindustrial private forest land and
agricultural land under the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe.

Self screening is available on the NRCS website and will help determine if the farm under considera-
tion is eligible. "We encourage producers interested in learning more about CSP to contact their local
NRCS office," said Tessa Chadwick, NRCS Assistant State Conservationist, Area 4 (19 counties in
central/northwest IL), Galesburg. "NRCS staff will help the producer complete a resource inventory for
their farm that will identify existing and possible new conservation activities for their farm."

lllinois has nearly 1,000 participants in CSP now, covering almost 600,000 acres "As an organic farmer
| enrolled in CSP to enhance field borders and improve nitrogen levels through cover crops. | encour-
age all farmers to look at CSP to enhance their operations," said Harold Wilken, a farmer from Dan-
forth, who enrolled in CSP in 2010.

Conservation Stewardship Program contracts run for five years, and nationally pay an average of $18
per acre for cropland and pastureland and $4 per acre for privately owned forestland, although pay-
ments vary significantly depending on the level of conservation. Farmers and private forestland own-
ers can apply to the Conservation Stewardship Program anytime by going to their local NRCS office.
To be considered for funding in this ranking period, applications must be submitted prior to January 13,
2012.

GET THOSE TREE ORDERS IN!

Brochures available at
www.winnebagoswecd.org or by
calling (815) 965-2392, x3.

DEADLINE TO ORDER
Friday, March 30, 2012
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2012 WINNEBAGO COUNTY SWCD
BOARD OF DIRECTOR CANDIDATES

TO BE ELI GI BL EnaTi€dict MeQidn pe&sons must be of legal voting
age and must own or occupy |l and within the

Judy Barnard

Judy is currently a Director of the Soil and Water District and is running for
a final term. She feels that while the Soil and Water District receives little
recognition for the important role they play in the county, that that role will
become even more important with all of the industrial development fore-
cast for the future. She believes the agency serves a dual role - promot-
ing conservation practices which protect our soil and water and educating
people on the importance of doing so. Judy is semi-retired but owns a
small marketing company and is working on a book about Rural Winne-
bago County. In her spare time, she works with various agencies to pro-
tect our natural resources for future generations.

Paul Beuth

| farm with my parents in Seward Township for the last nine years. | re-
ceived my Auto Mechanics Certification from Rock Valley College. | then
graduated from Kishwaukee College with an Associate Degree in Diesel
Mechanics. | then attended the University of Wisconsin Agriculture Short

Course with an emphasis on |ivesto onomy.
list at both Kishwaukee College and the University of Wisconsin. | am Co-
Chairman of the Winnebago County Young Farmers Committee, a volun-
teer fireman with the Seward Fire Department and help the Winnebago
County Pork Producers every Labor t he V

| would like to be elected to the Soil and Water Conservation Board because | see the value of
good conservation of our natural resources. Our family was awarded the Conservation Farm Fam-
ily in 2008 and we are one of only eight farms in Winnebago County to be enrolled in the Conser-
vation Stewardship Program. We have built and maintained many grass waterways, use minimum
and zero tillage, and have land in CRP. We developed a manure management plan to make maxi-
mum use of the fertilizer value of our hog enterprise, and have used G.P.S. soil-testing and fertil-
izer spreading for the last six years.

| believe the Soil and Water Board should have some farmers on it who are actually farming this
precious soil we have. The Board must make the correct decisions on where to spend the limited
funds they have to programs that save the most soil because once it is eroded away, we lose it
forever. | thank Dwayne Proctor for his many years of service to the Soil and Water Board and
hope | can contribute like he has.

HORIZONS Director Candidates cont
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Director Candidates contéd. ..

Jan Lindenmier

Jan is currently a Director of the Soil & Water Conservation District
and is running for her 2nd term. Jan and her husband Ken have lived
in Winnebago County in the same home since 1962. She is worried
about how much farmland was becoming developed in this area. Be-
ing concerned for the habitat loss and the misplaced wildlife she de-
cided many years ago to provide habitat consisting of prairie plants,

= : food, water, cover and a place to raise young wildlife. Their backyard
is certified in the National Wildlife Federatio

For over 40 years she has been teaching students and adults to better understand the relationship be-
tween the ecosystem and Man through first hand discovery and interpretation in the field, and started our
local Earth Day/Arbor Day programming in 1988. To this day, the effort brings together many local or-
ganizations to present to the public various programs and environmental issues.

| have had the opportunity to take students around the world to explore, learn and grow as an appointed

Delegation Leader for the People to People Student Ambassador Program, teaching comparative studies
of flora and fauna.

Scott Steurer

| have been interested in water and soil issues for some time now.
In 2006 | began volunteering for the Natural Land Institute. Helping
out with the prairie restoration. Most recently | have been volun-
teering during the Wild Flower Weekend events guiding visitors
through out the prairie and wetlands.

In the summer of 2010 | enrolled in the University of lllinois Exten-
sion, Master Naturalist program and completed the course that fall.

| began a project to satisfy the programs guidelines and become a
certified Master Naturalist upon completion. The project is restoring an Oak Savanna at Welty Environ-
mental Center/Beckman Mill County Park in Rock County, Wisconsin near Beloit. | began the project by
pulling out invasive species and will plant seeds that are native to the area as time permits.

In the Spring of 2011, | began my journey towards a degree in Biology/Science in Land and Water man-
agement at Rock Valley College. | have found that working with the water and soil issues is my pas-
sion and hopefully being a part of the Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation District will speed
up my knowledge of current needs and issues of the county. | look forward to being part of a team with
that has the best interest of the residents and of the county and its soil and water concerns.

I am currently employed with Winnebago County Maintenance Department at the downtown Rockford
campus.

Each spring, | am the Chairman of the Keep Northern lllinois Beautiful clean up day in Rockton. | have
lead the event for five years. In 2006 | was on the steering committee for Rockton in Bloom/America in
Bloom beautification project. We were awarded the "Neatness" plaque for the event. | have volunteered
for the Rock River sweep and many other events regarding conservation.
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SWCD State Funding Struggles continue
Gambling on the Future

By: Dennis Anthony 1 Executive Director

As many of you may know, the last few years have been very chal-|si nce Jul y 20009
l enging for SWCDO0s throughout thdVelost $21 ederRnced emF
duced by over 40% over the last four years. We have been told | ployees due to reduction in fund-
repeatedly that we need to find alternative revenue sources versus | ing (out of a total workforce of

relying on the Stateds Gener al| 2R asifoeryenns agdy, whiled |

have been made to get funding from a tax on various things, for ex- [ 25 additional employees are
ample a water bottle tax. As you can imagine, trying to get any new | working at reduced hours.
tax initiated or passed legislatively is an uphill battle, especially with
the state of the economy.

This past year legislators had included funding for Soil and Water Conservation Districts in the pro-
posed Gaming bill. As part of the bill, $12.5 Million dollars were to be allocated to SWCDs to cover
operations, administrative support and insurance costs. This would have brought districts back to
the level of funding that we were at prior to the massive reductions that started four years ago. It
would also have increased our Conservation Practices Cost-Share program funding to previous lev-
els, as some of those funds have had to be transferred over for administrative support. This has
resulted in a backlog of projects getting and funded, and conservation put on the ground.

Since July 20009, l'llinoisd SWCDs have |l ost 1
(out of a total workforce of 240 just five years ago), while 25 additional employees are working at
reduced hours. Some of these positions have been replaced, but additional costs are incurred for
training these employees to properly promote, design and approve the various conservation pro-
grams and practices we are involved with. There are currently 40 to 50 vacant positions that would
be filled with the funding, as well as bringing back other employees to full time status.

In additional, more than $30 Million in funding from the bill would have benefitted other Agriculture
organizations and activities, such as the lllinois Extension Services and 4-H activities, as well as
State and County fairs. Generated funds would also be allocated to the Parks and Conservation
Fund, the lllinois Historic Sites Fund, and for maintenance upkeep and promotional activities sur-
rounding the lllinois State Fairgrounds.

The need for conservation programs and practices within the district are still present. The increased
complexity of all of the federal, state and local programs and ordinances makes our technical assis-
tance all the more necessary. Funding is essential to ensure our State remains competitive in at-
tracting federal funds for conservation work, and that districts remain a viable organization to obtain
and distribute those funds, which help to pr
to contact your local legislator and let them know how important this Gaming Bill is to Districts and
other Agricultural organizations.

1 |.
hndir
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AGENCY AND SERVICE INFORMATION

Phone numbers of contact agencies and organizations for problems often encountered. Tear out and save this section.

FARM

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

1925 South Meridian Rd.. - Agriculture References- Margaret Larson, Director
FARM SERVICE AGENCY

4833 Owen Center Rd.

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

State Fairgrounds-General Agriculture Information

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

4833 Owen Center Rd.- Josh Franks, Dist. Conservationist
WINNEBAGO COUNTY FARM BUREAU

1925 South Meridian Rd. - Roger Christin, Manager

WINNEBAGO COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
4833 Owen Center Rd.T Dennis Anthony, Executive Director

HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT

IL. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTFHI302 N. Main St.

Well Water Testing - Sewage - Complimentary to County Health Dept.
IL. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCA302 N. Main St.
Air, Land, Water Pollution Problems

POISON CONTROL CENTERS

Rockford Memorial Hospital

St. Anthony Hospital Medical Center

Swedlish American Hospital

WINNEBAGO COUNTY DEPT. OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Septics Private Wells Complimentary to State Health Dept.
WINNEBAGO COUNTY RABIES & ANIMAL CONTROL

533 Northrock Drive

COMMUNITY- CONSUMER

FLOODING AND CONSTRUCTION IN FLOODPLAINS
IL. Dept. of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Winnebago County Public Works- 424 N. Springfield
Also, Road Drainage and Stormwater Detention
IL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Bureau of Water
KEEP NORTHERN ILLINOIS BEAUTIFUL
5417 N. Second
HAZARDOUS WASTE HOTLINE
Report Improper Disposal of Hazardous Waste
ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL119 N. Church St.
Consumer Fraud
RKFD. DEPT. OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING DIVISION
8" Floor, 425 E. State St.
WINNEBAGO COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES AND DISASTER AGENCY
Court House, 420 W. State St. - Civil Defense
WINNEBAGO COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENTS
WINNEBAGO COUNTY ZONING DEPT.
Room 403, 404 Elm St.

NATURAL RESOURCES

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES&ishery
Forestry
Wildlife Mgr.
GAME WARDEN State Police Office
ROCKFORD PARK DISTRIGT™10 South Main St.
WINNEBAGO COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRI&I00 Northrock Dr.
ROCK CUT STATE PARK (boat license & hunting questions)
US FISH & WILDLIFE

Rockford
Rockford
Springfield
Rockford
Rockford

Rockford

Rockford

Rockford

Rockford
Rockford
Rockford

Rockford

Rockford

Springfield
Rock Island
Rockford

Springfield
Loves Park
Chicago
Rockford
Rockford
Rockford

Rockford
Rockford

Lena
Sterling
Savanna

Pecatonica
Rockford
Rockford
Loves Park
Rock Island

986 -4357

965 -2392
217/782 -6297
965-2392, Ext. 3
962 -0653

9652392, Ext. 3

987-7511

987 -7760

968 -6861
226 -2000
966 -2273
720-4000

962 -5092

217/782 -3863
309/794 5274
965 -9431

217/782 -3362
637 -1343
312/353-2318

987-7580
9875600
A450

9B7-3024
319 -4350

36 9-4282
625-2968

273 -2771
963 -7687
963 -8917
877 -6100
885-3311
309/793 -5800
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