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SWCD State Funding Struggles Rounds 3 & 4

By: Dennis Anthony Executive Director

As many of you may know, the last few years have been very challengi
Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD) throughout the state. F

has been reduced by 25% from just two years ago, and may be reduced
16% next year. Not only have we had to battle with reduced funding, b
delays in appropriated funding being released. As | write this, we have

ceived any of our FY2010 allocation, and we are three quarters of the wx
our fiscal year.

Fortunately, we have other revenue sources, such as the soils work and
ing requests, as well as service agreements with the EPA to inspect cons
sites, and NRCS to assist with CRP technical assistance. We also genera
revenue from our sale of trees and rain barrels. So far we have been abl
erate enough revenue to support all of the expected services of the distric
only modestly dipping into our reserve funds. But those funds can dis:
quickly. Other Districts are not as fortunate, with some having to reduce
or lay employees off.

By the number s, of t he 98 SW@de01s
people have been laid off, and an additional 25 employees are working
duced hours (30 hours/week). Just to our East, the Boone County SW(
had to lay off one of their employees. Also, around 28 offices may have tg
their doors by June if our 2010 funding is not released. Even then, with
duced funding anticipated again next year, most of these offices will pra
only be able to offer partial assistance with part time employees.

This May, the Winnebago County SWCD will turn 70. A lot has changed
the original PecatonicaDurand Soil Conservation District was formed in 19
The district was formed with the prime objective of controlling soil erosio
farmland. Today, our focus is not only on soil erosion on farmland but al

sion in urban areas, whether it be construction sites or streambanks. A
term fAwatero was added to our ti
groundwater or surface water protection and management, are other i

elements in our annual plan of operations, as well as the education of all
natural resources to the finext ge

(continued on page 5)

Conserving Our Land Today For Tomorrow

The Winnebago County Soil & Water Conservation District is a locally operated unit of government funaioning under lllinois L
Our purpose is to promote the protection, maintenance, improvement, and wise use of the soil, water, antinetteeedistsciurces wi
Est. 1940
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairmani Dwayne Proctor
Vice-Chairmani Mark Johnson
Secretary/TreasurérJudy Barnard
Directori John Carlson
Directori Jan Lindenmier

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS

Garelt Stahl
Harlan Tipton
Eldora Zimmerman

SWCD STAFE

Executive Directoi Dennis Anthony
Administrative Coordinatoir Melisa Long
County Conservationist Katie Lidbury

Resource AnalystJessica Vandeboom

NRCS STAFF
District Conservationist Edward Johnston
Conservation TechnicianLori Toelke
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Time for Water Well Checkup

Soil & Water Office
Winnebago County Health Department
Laboratory Outreach Site

If you have your own well, you are responsible for making sure that your wa-
ter is safe to drink. Private websiould be tested annuafiyr nitrate & coli-
form bacteria to detect contamination problems early.

WATER SAMPLE KITS MAY BE PICKED UP ANY DAY, BUT TEST-
ING SHOULD BE CONDUCTED ON THE 4TH WEDNESDAY OF
EACH MONTH AND DROPPED OFF BY 11 A.M.

April 28
May 26
June 23
July 28
August 25
September 22
October 27
*November 22
*December 20
*Monday collection
due to the holidays

Nitrate - $14.00

Editor

invite any person

who is interested to send letters, articles, or photos. The Editor,

Executive Director, and the SWCD Board exercise editd
license when publishing photos or written material.

Fial

Melisa Long
Horizons Editor

T IT TSI

All Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation Distri
and Natural Resource Conservation Service programs
services are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis withouf re-
gard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, maftial
status, or handicap. The Winnebago County SWCD ope
in accordance with the USDA policy. Any person who

lieves he or she has been discriminated against should wr
the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington D.C. 20250.
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The Winnebago County Health Department Lab, 401 Division St., in Rockford
is open Monday thru Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (815)-Z201 for pick up

of water testing kits. You may drop off water samples Mondayaursday
between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. All water samples must be submitted in WCHD
approved bottles. For other water analysis fees call the Health Dept. or go to
www.wchd.org.

and

[ **Other Laboratory Outreach Sites:

te to

Cherry Valley Township 4875 Blackhawk Rd. -/8b
Roscoe Township 5792 Elevator Rd. 1328
Farm Bureau 1925 S. Meridian Rd. -06E2
Rockton Township 1315 Blackhawk -7828
Village of Durand 308 W. Main -2805
Pecatonica Wastewater Plant  2nd & Taylor 220
Village of Machesney Park 300 Machesney Rd. 5837
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- 69th Annual Meeting -
Winnebago County SWCD

The Winnebago County Soil & Water Conservation District hosted our Annual Meetir
Awards Luncheon on Friday, January 29 at Klehm Arboretum in Rockford. Dwayne R

ment for Fiscal Year 2009. Roger Christin conducted the Election of Directors wher
Barnard, Jan Lindenmier and Dwayne Proctor were elected tgaamterms.

Following the business meeting three awards were given for outstanding conservatior
Awards were also presented for the photo contest.

A highlight this year was the Silent Auction benefitting the Northeastern lllinois Envirg
The auction raised over $1,300 ($300 over our goal of $1,000).

Highlighting the meeting was Anita Zurbrugg from the American Farmland Trust Cen
ture and the Land that Sustains our Communities which discussed the economic,

mental and energy solutions that agriculture and farmland provide and the strategies|
tions available to grow and sustain them within a community.

g and
roctor

called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. Jim Gingrich presented the District Financigy State-

e Judy

efforts.

thon.

er for

Agriculture and the Environment in DeKalb with a presentation called Planning for Agricul-

bNviron-
and op-

THANK YOU

to the following businesses and presenters for sponsoring the Annual Meetin

Award Sponsors Alpine Bank

ADM
AC McCartney
Winnebago County Health Dept.
Landmark
Meridian Implement
Conserve FS

Amcore BankWalt Boothe
Environmental Education Awareness Awald

Durand State BanBanice Klever
Sustainable Agriculture Award

German American State Baekf Sterling
Steward of the Land Award

Upper Rock River Ecosystéiaitt Warneke
Photo Contest
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PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS

CaitinBrowmniiFal | en Beautyo Linda Winsteadi i Rooms f or Rento
9-12 grade division winner adult amateur division winner
overall photo contest winner

Sponsored by Upper Rock River Ecosystem Partnership
Presented by Matt Warneke

"A picture is worth a thousand wordso. Good
help people relate to our endeavors. To recognize individuals who use photography effectively
and creatively, the Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation District hosted a photo
contest.

The Photo Contest was open to individuals residing in Winnebago County in Grades 5 through
12 and adult amateurs. The photo contest had four categories: conservation practicap, close
conservation, conservation in action and Ag/conservation across America.

Caitlin Brown is a student at Rockf oFalen Lut her
Beautyy t hat reflects just how magnificent natur
ner for thegrade 912 divisionand was as theverall photo contest winner

Linda WinsteddRdod msh dvas selEiethds éhd winner in tolt amateur
division. Her photo captivates the natural beauty around us that we strive to protect and con-
serve.
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