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Conserving Our Land Today For Tomorrow  

The Winnebago County Soil & Water Conservation District is a locally operated unit of government functioning under Illinois Law.   
Our purpose is to promote the protection, maintenance, improvement, and wise use of the soil, water, and related resources within the District. 
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This past May, the Winnebago County SWCD will have been in existence for 70 
years.  Originally, the district was formed as the Pecatonica ï Durand Soil Conser-
vation District back in May 1940.  The district was formed with the prime objective of 
controlling soil erosion on farmland. A lot has changed since the original Conserva-
tion District was formed.  Today, our focus is not only on soil erosion on farmland 
but also erosion in urban areas, whether it be construction sites or streambanks.  
Also, the term ñwaterò was added to our title.  Water quality, whether it be through 
groundwater or surface water protection and management, are other important ele-
ments in our annual plan of operations; as well as the education of all of our natural 
resources to those within the District.    
 

Itôs hard to recount everything that the District has accomplished over the last 70 
years, but just looking at the past 20 to 30 years, we can look back at some of the 
programs and accomplishments we have made. 
 

Letôs start with the Conservation Reserve Program.  This program was enacted with 
the 1986 Farm Bill.  It takes sensitive and highly erodible land out of production and 
puts it into grasses and native vegetation.  In the 90ôs newer programs and initia-
tives included filter strips which helps to improve water quality by reducing sediment 
and nutrients that run off from adjacent cropland; and wetland restoration which al-
lows wetlands to once again properly function in storing and cleaning floodwaters, 
also improving the quality of our surface waters.  Currently there are over 9,200 
acres enrolled in various Conservation Reserve Program practices.  These prac-
tices reduce the amount of sediment washing from the fields and going into our wa-
terways by over 35,000 tons per year.  
 

Another portion of the 1986 Farm Bill was to establish conservation plans on all 
highly erodible cropland within the District.  We have about 179,200 acres of crop-
land in the District and roughly 100,000 acres are considered highly erodible land, 
which requires regular monitoring and maintenance of conservation practices such 
as waterways and terraces, some of which are cost-shared by various state and 
federal programs.  Annually, we cost-share about $50,000 on these various conser-
vation practices.  Other conservation practices used by farmers, such as no-till and 
mulch till, reduce the sheet and rill erosion on cropland by 4 to 8 tons per acre per 
year.  A ton of soil per acre can be compared to the thickness of a sheet of paper 
covering the size of a football field.  With the number of highly erodible acres in the 
County, that can add up in a hurry. 
 

(continued on page 4) 
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The SWCD Staff and ñHORIZONSò Editor invite any 
person who is interested to send letters, articles, or pho-
tos.  The Editor, Executive Director, and the SWCD 
Board exercise editorial license when publishing photos 
or written material. 
  

Melisa Long  
Horizons  Editor  

  

 
  

 
All Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts and Natural Resource Conservation Service 
programs and services are offered on a nondiscriminatory 
basis without regard to race, color, national origin, relig-
ion, sex, age, martial status, or handicap.  The Winne-
bago County SWCD operates in accordance with the 
USDA policy.  Any person who believes he or she has 
been discriminated against should write to the Secretary 
of Agriculture, Washington D.C. 20250. 

If you have your own well, you are responsible for making sure that your wa-

ter is safe to drink.  Private wells should be tested annually for nitrate & coli-

form bacteria to detect contamination problems early. 

 

WATER SAMPLE KITS MAY BE PICKED UP ANY DAY, BUT TEST-

ING SHOULD BE CONDUCTED ON THE 4TH WEDNESDAY OF 

EACH MONTH AND DROPPED OFF BY 11 A.M.  

 

 

August 25 

September 22 

October 27 

*November 22 

*December 20 
 

*Monday collection  

due to the holidays 

The Winnebago County Health Department Lab, 401 Division St., in Rockford 

is open Monday thru Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (815) 720-4101 for pick up 

of water testing kits.  You may drop off water samples Monday - Thursday 

between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m.  All water samples must be submitted in WCHD 

approved bottles.  For other water analysis fees call the Health Dept. or go to 

www.wchd.org.   

Other Laboratory Outreach Sites: 

 

Cherry Valley Township            4875 Blackhawk Rd.                   874-5785 

Roscoe Township                       5792 Elevator Rd.                       623-7323 

Farm Bureau                               1925 S. Meridian Rd.                  962-0653 

Rockton Township                     1315 Blackhawk                          624-7788 

Village of Durand                       308 W. Main                               248-2606 

Pecatonica Wastewater Plant     2nd & Taylor                               239-2348 

Village of Machesney Park        300 Machesney Rd.                     877-5432 
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Winnebago County has been blessed with an 
abundance of natural resources.  Of primary 
economic importance are its soil resources.  
Farm produce, most notably feed grains, are 
the most dominant marketable agriculture 
products that is derived from the soil in Winne-
bago County.  And despite increased pressure 
from urban expansion, agriculture continues to 
be a dominant factor because of its rich soil 
resource.     
   
To assist agricultural producers and landown-
ers in making the best use for their land, they 
often utilize a Soil Survey.  People in Winne-
bago County are probably most familiar with 
the large soil survey books that are available 
at your local USDA Service Center titles ñsoil 
survey of Boone and Winnebago Counties.  The Soil Survey reports show the soil types boundaries for 
every parcel of land.  This soil survey book was based on soils information gathered in the 1960ôs.  The 
soil survey was later updated in the late 90ôs, changing some soil names, symbols and limitations, and 
has been re-published in 2005 in a new web format.  The soil survey is available on the web at http://
websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov, and still contains all of the same information and more.  It provides soils 
information and limitations for:  windbreaks and environmental plantings, recreational development, wild-
life habitat, building site suitability, sanitary facilities, water management, physical and chemical proper-
ties, and soil and water features.   
 
Agricultural producers are able to use this new web format in helping to manage their lands through the 
use of variable rate technology and yield mapping to determine optimum seeding and fertilizer applica-
tion rates based on soil types, conditions and predicted yields.  Other small tract landowners are finding 
it more and more useful as they try to manage their property and plant appropriate tree and shrub spe-
cies.                                   
 
In the urban and suburban areas of the County, the primary interest in having the soil survey and other 
natural resource information for land use planning, this includes changes in zoning from agriculture to 
other uses.  Winnebago County has both its Private Sewage Disposal Code and Subdivision Regula-
tions based on soils information.   
 
The Soil and Water Conservation District provides detailed soils investigations for the County Health 
Department for both subdivision planning and individual home sites.  We utilize the soil survey in our 
resource planning, making sure the soils are considered when discussing land management and grass, 
tree and shrub plantings.  Several of our educational programs are focused around soils and their im-
portance.   
 
Always remember ñEssentially, all life depends upon the soil ... There can be no life without soil 
and no soil without life; they have evolved together.ò Charles E Kelloggò 
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(70 year Anniversary continued from cover page) 
 

Soils  ï We started conducting soils borings, often referred to as ñperk testsò for the County Health De-

partment in 1978, so that individual septic systems are placed on suitable soils and are properly sized.  
Soil mapping is also done for planned subdivision, so that lots are placed on suitable soils.  All of this 
work helps to protect our groundwater supply from contamination.  Since the program started, we have 
evaluated well over 7,000 sites for septic suitability, and have mapped well over 7,000 acres.  
 

Zoning and Land Use ï The district completes Natural Resource Information Reports for all devel-

opments or changes in zoning within the County and Municipalities.  The purpose of these reports are to 
provide the appropriate agency with all of the natural resource information available for a parcel so that 
they can make wise decisions regarding land use changes.  The overall goal is to protect and preserve 
our prime farmland. 
 

Tree Sale - We have also had a spring tree sale since sometime in the 70ôs as well.  This is an oppor-

tunity for people in the community to plant inexpensive bare root seedlings.  The use of evergreens can 
act as windbreaks, which can block winter winds and reduce heating costs, hardwoods and flowering 
and fruit-bearing shrubs provide wildlife habitat and food sources.  Trees and shrubs also help clean the 
air by absorbing carbon dioxide.  Over the last 30 years, we have provided close to 600,000 trees and 
shrubs to the community   
 

Groundwater Quality ï The protection of our groundwater resources has always been important, 

especially as we become more aware of how the chemicals and fertilizers we use interact with and 
move thru the soil, and how they may impact our groundwater.  We promote the annual testing of well 
water and work with the County Health Department and other groups to make sure that abandoned 
wells are properly sealed.    
 

Construction Site Inspection ï Soil erosion from construction sites has been a concern of the 

district since the early 90ôs.  Construction sites often have accelerated erosion rates due to mass grad-
ing and long durations of bare soil.  Thru agreements with the IEPA and the County, we have annually 
inspected over 75 sites over the last eight years.  Without erosion control practices in place, it is esti-
mated that 1 ½ dump truck loads of soil per acre can erode from the average construction site.  
 

Education  ï The District provides educational resources and opportunities to thousands of people 

annually.  Staff makes classroom visits on resource topics such as soils, geology, wetlands, conserva-
tion, and fossils.  Wildlife, macro-invertebrates, prairies, forests, and biodiversity are other subject mat-
ters offered.   Workshops have also been offered in the areas of wildlife management, conservation till-
age, sediment and erosion control, planning and land use, and backyard conservation tips.  Our quar-
terly newsletter and news releases are other ways in which we distribute information. 
 
There are several other programs, activities and responsibilities that the District is involved with on a 
regular basis, to numerous to include in this article, and they only continue to expand.  We serve an es-
sential role in the agricultural community, and are becoming a much more integral part in the urban and 
suburban sectors. As the needs of those within the district change, and programs we administer expand 
and change, the district and its staff will do our best to keep up to the task.  We have the knowledge and 
commitment to continue our role from the past into the future, and hopefully carry on the roles and re-
sponsibilities of the Winnebago County SWCD for another 70 years. 
 
For more information on the districtsô involvement with erosion control - see page 7 
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You may be familiar with the rain barrels that we 
have been promoting to the community in an ef-
fort to conserve water resources, but did you 
know that the District also has composters?! The 
55-gallon Composters are 100% recycled food-
grade barrels with stands made of recycled lum-
ber. It is about 4 foot tall and only requires a 3 
foot by 4 foot area. You can put it in a smaller 
area for storage, but you'll need that much space 
free from obstacles to spin the barrel and properly aerate the 
compost.  The 5 Gallon Mini Composter is the same design as 
our 55 Gallon Composter with the inner tube to allow oxygen in 

and moisture out. Fully Assembled it is only 22" Tall and 16" wide. 
 
Using a rocking motion to build momentum, a compost tumbler is 
relatively easy to turn. However, the composting action will rapidly 
reduce the content of the barrel to less than half its starting volume. 
Here in the Midwest we can completely compost the product in the 
barrel in about 4 weeks. We provide general use instructions. 
 

NEW! We now have automatic diverters and pedestals to make 

your rain barrel more efficient and user-friendly. The automatic diverters attach directly 
to a rain barrel via an attachment hose. Available in sizes to fit a 2x3 
inch or a 3x4 inch downspout. The Automatic Diverter is installed 
into the downspout to direct the water into the rain barrel; once the 
barrel is full, the rest of the rain water is diverted back into the down-
spout so the rain water can drain as it did previously before the rain 
barrel was installed. Not getting the kind of water pressure you 
would like out of your Rain Barrel? Give gravity a little boost with our 

Rain Barrel Pedestal! Would you like 
to have the convenience of that bot-
tom spigot being just a little bit higher? 
Our Rain Barrel Pedestal would do the 
trick! Our Pedestals are made of 100% recycled lumber, 
so not only are you doing your back and gravity a favor, 
you are also helping out our environment. To purchase 
these products, visit or call (815-965-2392 ext 3) the 

Price List 

¶ rain barrels - $75 

¶ 55 gallon composter - $120 

¶ 5 gallon mini composter - $45 

¶ flex elbow - $5 

¶ linking hose - $10 

¶ automatic diverter - $25 

¶ pedestal - $20 
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