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Conserving Our Land Today For Tomorrow 
The Winnebago County Soil & Water Conservation District is a locally operated unit of government functioning under Illinois Law.   

Our purpose is to promote the protection, maintenance, improvement, and wise use of the soil, water, and related resources within the District. 

Est. 1940 

Each year the District sells bare root tree, evergreen, shrub seedlings and trans-

plants in an effort to provide energy conservation and/or habitat cover for wildlife 

in the rural setting.  These starter seedlings and transplants are an investment in the 

future.   

DISCLAMERðAll items are sold as is and the Winnebago SWCD assumes no liability for the 

installation or maintenance, property damage or injury associated with your rain barrel. 

 

Rain barrels are an excellent way to help 

the environment in urban areas because 

they reduce storm-water runoff which can 

carry pollutants and sediment directly to 

creeks and rivers.   

 

The barrels also save you money and 

precious groundwater supplies. The free 

stored rain water that is naturally soft and 

free of chlorine is great for use in gardens, 

houseplants, lawns and trees.   

 
They come in black, terra cotta or grey 

colors and are reconditioned plastic food 

grade barrels. The barrels come fitted with 

a screw-on mesh lid to keep out debris and 

mosquitoes, spigot and bottom drain plug. 

The SWCD is also selling additional 

accessories that will make for easy 

installation, including flexible down spout 

adapters (available in white and brown) 

and barrel connectors. 

ORDER FORM  

INSIDE BROCHURE  $5 

$10 

$75 



EVERGREEN TREES 

WHITE PINE (Pinus strobus) - Sometimes referred to as the ñKing of the Northwoods.ò  This fast growing tree 

grows best in well drained soils, but can survive in a wide range of soil types, with full sun, and can tolerate some shade.  Pro-

duces long soft needles in bundles of five.  Reaches 80ô, with a spread of 20-40ô.  (2-2) 12-18ò  

 

 

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE (Picea pungens) -  Slow to medium growth rate.  Can reach heights of 80-100ô 

with a dense crown and a spread of 10-20ô.  Prefers moist well drained soils with full sun.  This is a dense conical tree with 

stout, prickly blue-green to silver-green needles about 1 1/2ò.  Provides wildlife cover.  (2-1, 2-2) 10-16ò 

 
 

NORTHERN WHITE CEDAR (Thuja occidentalis) - Also know as the American Arborvitae, it is dense and 

has flat green pyramidal leaves, with feather-like, yellowish green needles with blunt tips.  It has a medium growth rate and 

reaches heights of 40-60ô with a spread of 10-15ô.  It does well in moderately moist soil as well as swampy and alkaline soils.  

It prefers full or 1/2 day of sun.  Used for windbreaks, hedges, wildlife habitat and as an accent plant.  Seeds are eaten by vari-

ous songbirds.  Not recommended for windy sites due to susceptibility to windburn.  (2-1) TR 12-18ò 

 
 

FRASER FIR (Abies fraseri) - A hardy and very  aromatic tree.  Stiff branches.  Dark purple cones.  Requires sun and 

moist soils.  This evergreen has single needles that are shiny dark green.  Can reach heights of 30-40ô.  Prefers sun with moist 

soils.  (3-1, P+1) 8-14ò 

 
 

CANDADIAN HEMLOCK (Tsuga canadensis) - One of the most beautiful evergreens due to its lacy form.  

Can reach heights of 40-70ô.  Flat and dark green needles.  Cones are brown and the size and shape of a small pecan.  This tree 

requires full sun and does well in various soils.   (2-2) TR, 12-18ò 

 
 

SCOTCH PINE (Pinus sylvestris) - Easily identified by its orange-to-red upper branch bark that often peels from the 

branches in thin papery strips.  The main trunk bark has loose scales that fall off to reveal a reddish brown inner bark.  Two 

twisted needles per cluster are characteristic.  Grows 30-60ô. Cones are 1 1/2 to 3ò with thick branching and short stiff nee-

dles. Does well in a variety of well drained soils.  Tolerant of poor dry sites. Requires full sun.  Provides wildlife cover. 

(2-0, 3-0) 9-15ò 

 

 

NORWAY SPRUCE (Picea ablies) - This is a pyramidal tree with strong sweeping branches all the way to the 

ground.  Fastest growing member of the spruce family, grows 40-60ô with a spread of 25-30ô.  Does well in a variety of soils 

and is somewhat shade-tolerant.  Great for windbreaks.  Provides wildlife cover.  (2-1, 2-2) 15-24ò 

 

EVERGREEN PACKAGE - 20 Trees - $34 
5 each of White Pine, Colorado Blue Spruce, Norway Spruce, Fraser Fir 

No Substitutes 

TREES ARE SOLD IN BUNDLE SIZES OF 
 

5 - $9          25 - $38       100 - $130 

except 

*Scotch Pine:   5 - $7      25 - $30     100 - $100 

Bundles m
ust b

e 

 fo
r th

e same species 



SHADE TREES 
 

Bundles sizes of:     5 - $8         25 - $34           

An amendment to the Soil & Water Conservation Districts Act (Section 22.05) requires the following statement:  

 ñThese plants are for conservation purposes only and shall not be used as ornamentals or for landscaping. 

NORTHERN RED OAK (Quercus rubra) - Large fast growing tree with reddish fall color.  Tree is broad and 

rounded.  Excellent for wildlife planting.  Grows to heights of 80ô with a spread of 60-75ô.  Broadly rounded crown.  Does 

best in well drained soils and full sun.  2-3ô 

 
 

RED MAPLE (Acer rubrum) - A rapid grower that can adapt to a wide range of soil conditions.  Bright red flowers in 

spring followed by green leaves.  Fall colors vary from yellow to scarlet.  Reaches heights of 40-60ô with a spread of less than 

or equal to the height.  Performs best in moist, well drained soils.  Plant in full sun or light shade.  18-24ò 
 

 

WHITE OAK (Quercus alba) - State tree of Illinois - Grows to heights of 80-100ô with a spread of 50-80ô,  Prefers 

full sun.  Dense foliage is bluish green to reddish brown in autumn.  Prefers moist well drained soils.  Requires very little 

maintenance.  Upright rounded crown.  Excellent for wildlife.  12-18ò 

 
 

SYCAMORE-AMERICAN PLANETREE (Platanus occidentalis) - A fast growing tree that can grow to 

a height of up to 170ô with a trunk diameter of up to 8-12ô.  Leaves can grow to 9ò width.  Grayish bark that exfoliates to ex-

pose the inner creamy white bark.  Bears white flowers in spring and yellow to red seed in June-July.  Full sun with moist well 

drained soils.  12-18ò 

 
 

RIVER BIRCH (Betula nigra) - Can reach heights of 40-70ô, with a spread of 40-60ô.  This is a medium tree with 

reddish brown exfoliating bark.  Fall color is yellow.  Requires wet soils, needs sun but is also shade tolerant.  18-24ò 

 
 

SARGENT CRAB (Malus sargentii) - A dwarf broad growing tree with fragrant white flowers followed by small 

bright red fruit (enjoyed by birds).  Prefers moist soil and full sun.  Green summer foliage.  Leaves are lobed, dark green and 

can reach up to 3ò.  Can reach heights of 6-10ô.  12-18ò 
 

 

FLAME MAPLE (Acer ginnala ñflameò)  - Extremely hardy and drought resistant and is widely adaptable as for 

any soil type.  Excellent screen or hedge.  Can be grown as a tree or multi-stemmed shrub.  Reaches heights and widths of 15-

18ô,.  Hardy tree known for its brilliant autumn color ranging from orange-red to deep red.  Red flowers.  Requires sun to very 

light shade.  18-24ò 

 
 

PIN OAK (Quercus palustris) - A faster growing pyramidal oak with a strong central leader and horizontal branching.  

Reaches heights of 60-70ô with a spread of 25-40.   The foliage is light green to bright green becoming rusty-orange to red in 

the fall.  Does best in well-drained acidic soil and prefers full sun.  Somewhat shade tolerant.  The sharply pointed, many-

lobed leaves hang on into winter.  18-24ò 

Bundles must be for the same species. 



SHRUBS 
 

Bundles sizes of:     5 - $8         25 - $34           

SHRUB PACKAGE - 9 Shrubs - $16             
3 each of Arrowwood Viburnum, Silky Dogwood, Common Lilac 

No Substitutes 

Bundles m
ust b

e 

 fo
r th

e same species 

PAGODA DOGWOOD (Cornus alterifolia)  - Wetland dogwood.  Bears extremely fragrant yellowish-white flow-

ers in the spring.  Flowers followed by berries that gradually change from green to red to blue black on red stalks.  These ber-

ries are a valuable food for birds and other wildlife.  Leaves turn to a beautiful reddish-purple before they drop in the autumn.  

Reaches 8-14ô.  Plant in cool, moist acidic soils.  Partial shade is ideal for this shrub.  12-18ò 
 

 

AMERICAN PLUM (Prunus americana) - This shrub is known for itôs fragrant showy white flowers in clusters.  

Requires moist soils and is shade tolerant.  Yellow to red fruit in June-July.  Can reach heights of 12-18ô and has a spread of 

10-15ô.  12-18ò 
 

 

SILKY DOGWOOD (Cornus amomum) - The Silky Dogwood has attractive greenish-white or yellow flower clus-

ters in the spring with blue and white fruit in the fall.  Foliage turns deep red in the fall.  This shrub tolerates poorly drained 

soils.  The fruit produced is eaten by many birds.  The Silky Dogwood can reach a mature height of 6-12ô with a spread of 6-

8ô.  18-24ò 

 
 

COMMON LILAC (Syringa vulgaris) - Has a height and spread that can reach 12-15ô.   The Common Lilac forms 

a perfect hedge or screen.  Provides good cover for many birds and mammals.  Itôs light, purplish flowers bring beauty and a 

sense of nostalgia to all who stop to enjoy their fragrance.  The lilac has broad oval leaves.  This large and vigorous shrub 

does best in sunny well drained locations.  18-24ò 

 

WITCHHAZEL (Hamamelis virginica) - A native shrub to the U.S.  Small tree or large shrub 15-20ô tall with 

crooked spreading branches forming irregular rounded open crown. Spectacular yellow Fall color. Very fragrant yellow flow-

ers in late Fall. Plant full sun or shade. Prefers moist soil, avoid extremely dry situations.  12-18ò 

 

  

ARROWWOOD VIRBURNUM (Virburnum dentatum) - Height and width reaching 6-15ô.  Flowers are 

white with yellow stamens. Needs full sun and works with a variety of soils.  Is a multi-stemmed and rounded shrub.  12-18ò 

 
 

NINEBARK (Physocarpus opulifolius) - An upright spreading shrub reaches a height and width of 6-8ô. Clusters of 

white to pinkish flowers in May-June. Attractive reddish fruit in Sept-Oct. Plant full sun to part shade.  Older bark exfoliates 

into papery strips exposing brown inner bark. Adapted to difficult situations, withstands acid and alkaline soils and dry soils.  

12-18ò 

 

RUGOSA ROSE (Rosa rugosa) - Very winter hardy.  Beautiful as a shrub or hedge planting.  Bears extremely fra-

grant flowers that are 1/2-1 1/2ò in diameter.  Flower color varied from plant to plant.  Itôs fruit called ñhipsò are large and 

showy.  Rapid grower.  Height and width reaching 4-6ô.  Prefers moist, alkaline adaptable soils and full sun.   12-18ò 

 



The bare rootstock that we offer is excellent for the development of a windbreak or wildlife plantings.  They 

will be a source of natural beauty and much enjoyment for many years at an inexpensive price. 

 

The numbers listed after the different species of evergreens are year designations.  The first number equals 

years in the seedling bed and the second number equals years in the transplant bed.  The total of the number 

equals the age of the trees in years.  + P refers to the age of the seedling or transplant. 

 

A plug is not grown in a seedling bed.  It is grown in a test tube like container and then transplanted into a 

transplant bed.  Transplants have a heavier stem, a more developed root system and multiple branching. 
 

(2
-1

,  
P+1)  

   
    

(2-1,  2-2)         

To recognize individuals who use photography to cap-

ture conservation effectively and creatively, the Win-

nebago County Soil and Water Conservation District 

is sponsoring a photo contest. The Photo Contest is 

open to individuals who reside in Winnebago County 

in Grades 5 through 12 and adult amateurs. The photo 

contest has four categories: conservation practices, 

close-up conservation, conservation in action and Ag/

conservation across America. An individual may enter 

up to two photos in one of the three divisions includ-

ing grades 5-8, 9-12 and adult amateur. The Winne-

bago County SWCD will select one photo from each 

division as a winner for that division and an overall 

grand prize winner which will be recognized at the 

SWCDôs Annual Meeting in January of 2010. For 

contest guidelines, visit the SWCD website at 

www.winnebagoswcd.org.  Inquiries 

can be directed to Jessica Vande-

boom by telephone at (815) 965-2392 

ext. 3 or by email at 

jessica.vandeboom@il.nacdnet.net.   

 

The Winnebago County 

SWCD poster contest pro-

vides K-6 grade students 

with an opportunity to learn 

about the natural resources 

of Illinois and the efforts of 

the Winnebago County Soil 

and Water Conservation 

District. The 2010 Poster 

Contest theme is Conserva-

tion Habits = Healthy Habi-

tats. The poster contest is 

open to all public, private 

or home-schooled kindergarten through sixth grade stu-

dents in Winnebago County. There are three divisions: 

Grades K-1, 2-3 and 4-6. The Winnebago County SWCD 

will select one poster from each division as a winner for 

that division and an overall grand prize winner which will 

be recognized at the SWCD Annual Meeting in January 

of 2010. For contest guidelines, visit the SWCD website 

at www.winnebagoswcd.org.  Inquiries can be directed to 

Jessica Vandeboom by telephone at (815) 965-2392 ext. 

3 or by email at jessica.vandeboom@il.nacdnet.net.   

All Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation District and Natural Resource Conservation Service programs and services are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race,  

color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handicap.  The Winnebago County SWCD operates in accordance with the USDA policy.   

Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against should write to the Secretary of Agriculture, Washington D.C. 20250. 



DONôT FORGET TO ORDER THE NECESSITIES TO GET 
YOUR TREES OFF TO THE  

RIGHT START  
WITH 

RIGHT START BIODEGRADBLE 
  FERTILIZER PACKETS 

Now you can give your seedlings the right nutrients in the right place at the right time.  The 10-gram 

Right Start Biodegradable Fertilizer Packets contain 10 essential nutrients that new seedlings need to get 

off to a great start.  All you have to do is put the biodegradable ñtea bagò into the hole when you are 

planting the seedling.  Right Start releases the nutrients during the first twelve months right when the 

seedling needs them. 

 

Independent tests show Right Start packets dramatically improve volume growth of newly planted seed-

lings.  Below is a chart that shows how Right Start compares with the other fertilizers. 

Information from Treessentials.com 

INDEPENDENT TESTS show Right Start packets dra-

matically improve the volume growth of newly planted 

seedlings. 

Sold in packages of 5, 25 or 100  
 

5 - $2.50   

25 - $11.00 

100 - $40.00   

Right Startôs controlled release matches a seedlingôs nutrient needs.   
Granular fertilizers can release too fast, while tablets often release too slowly 



TOTAL  

Card # 

Name on Card (print):  ____________________________ 
 

Signature: ______________________________________ 

Exp. Date:  ____  ____ / ____  ____  

Check or cash also accepted. 
 

A returned check fee of $25 will be 

charged for each returned check. 

2010 TREE SALE ORDER FORM  
 

 
 

NAME:  _____________________________________________________ 
 

 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________ 
 

 

CITY:  _________________ STATE:  ________     ZIP: _____________ 
 

 

EMAIL:  ____________________________________________________ 
 

 

PHONE:  (____)______________________________________________ 

OFFICE 

USE 
 

 

SPECIES 

 

PRICE 

 

QUANTITY  

 

SUBTOTAL  

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

please circle your choice 

(CSC) Card Security Code:  _____________ 

- - - 

ITEM  # PRICE SUBTOTAL  

Rain Barrel - $75.00 

Terra Cotta, Black or Grey  
Accessories available:   

downspout adapter (brown or white) - $5.00 

barrel connector - $10 

  

 

 

Tree Mats 

(5 mats w/ staples)  

 5 - $6.25  

36ò Tree Protector  $2.00  

36ò Tree Protector w/ wooden stake  $3.00  

48ò Tree Protector  $2.50  

48ò Tree Protector w/ wooden stake  $3.75  

 

Fertilizer Packets 

 

 5 - $2.50 

25 - $11.00 

100 - $40.00 

 

Conservation Books  (descriptions on back page of order form) 

01 - $14.00, 02 - $13.00,  

03 - $6.00, 04-$16.00, 05-$7.00 

   

TOTAL  

Send order to: 

Winnebago County SWCD  

4833 Owen Center Rd. ~ Rockford, IL  61101 

(815) 965-2392, x3 ~ FAX (815) 965-2447 

www.winnebagoswcd.org 

The SWCD does not charge tax. 
Tree pick-up will be the end of April & you will be 

notified by postcard and/or email.  

$ TOTAL  

AMOUNT SUBMITTED  

Add email address if you would like to be notified of tree pick-up by 

email and to have future tree brochures emailed to you. 

Make additional copies  

of order form if needed 



Conservation Books for Sale 
 

The Winnebago County SWCD has several helpful field guides available for sale.   

These guides can be used to help identify the great variety of local plants and animals found in this area.  

 These guides have detailed photos or drawings to help you with identification of several common native plants 

and wildlife.  These field guides can help students complete school assignments and they also make great gifts. 
 
 

#01 - Trees of Illinois ï You donôt need to be an expert to appreciate trees. This field guide contains every-
thing youôll want to know, including full-page photos and detailed information about 124 species of Illinois trees, 

including each treeôs leaves or needles, bark, mature size, fall color, state-specific range map and more. 272 pages, 

soft cover.  $14.00 

 

#02 - Birds of Illinois  ï A handy field guide of 111 bird species common to the state.  It contains and easy 

to use color guide.  For each bird, there is a full color picture and description, including range maps, life history, 

interesting facts and special authorôs notes.  288 pages, softcover.  $13.00  

 

#03 - Critters of Illinois ï A user friendly pocket guide of 50 common critters of Illinois including mam-

mals, birds, fish, insects, reptiles, and amphibians.  Includes full color photos, important information such as size, 

habitat, range, food, predators, life history, identifying features, diagrams of their tracks, and a fund fact section.   

126 pages, softcover.  $6.00   

 

#04 - Wildflowers of Wisconsin - This is your guide to 200 of Wisconsinôs beautiful flowers. Full-page 

photos and fascinating descriptions make this a great guide for beginners and a terrific gift. The material is easily 

understood by those with no botanical background, but it also includes important, accurate information useful to 

those more familiar with plants. This user-friendly field guide is organized by color and size for simple identifica-

tion of unfamiliar species.  

426 pages, softcover.  $16.00   

 

#05 - Seedling ID Guide for Native Prairie Plants - Young prairie plants can be hard to identify, 

leaving you to wonder whether you got a good stand or if you should plant again. The Central Region Seedling ID 

Guide for Native Prairie Plants can help you save time and money on prairie establishment or restoration projects. 

Jointly produced by the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Missouri Department of Conservation, 

this easy-to-use field guide features 40 of the most commonly seeded native prairie grasses and wildflowers. Color 

photos illustrate seed, seedling, juvenile and flowering stages. Even though it is a Missouri publication, most of the 

plants are found locally.  92 pages, paperback.  $7.00 

 

 



TREE ACCESSORIES 

 
 

VISPORE TREE MATS 
 

 

 

Weeds steal growth from trees.  When water and nutrients 

go to weeds, it robs the trees.  As a result, trees grow 

slowly ï or even die if the weeds grow tall enough to steal 

light. 
 

Treessentials has developed the Vispore Tree Mat as a way 

to stop weed growth.  The mat gives each tree 9 square feet 

of weed free soil.  Trees will have all the water and miner-

als without the competition from the weeds. 
 

Vispore Tree Mats block sunlight; killing existing weeds 

while preventing new weeds from getting started. 
 

Every square inch in a Vispore Tree Mat is covered with 

more than 400 tiny funnel-shaped holes, which allows al-

most every drop of water through to the soil.  These fun-

nels also allow air in to let the roots breath and at the same 

time reduce evaporation.  This means trees have more wa-

ter right at their root tips. 
 

The Vispore Tree Mat will also save you time because you 

will not have to mow or spray herbicides to control weeds.  

The tree mat will control the weeds for you. 
 

 

WEEDING OUT THE OBSTACLES TO  

RAPID GROWTH 

TREE PROTECTORS 
 

 

 

We will be selling tree protectors manufactured by Tree 

Pro.  These protectors can improve the survivability of 

your hardwood trees. 

 

Tree protectors have all of the same basics benefits; 

they improve tree protection, increase growth, and 

lower maintenance costs.  Tree Pro incorporates the 

best features of all the leading protectors and a few of 

their own to come up with a simple and sturdy design. 

 

 

INCREASE GROWTH & SURVIVAL  

Shelters promote a build-up of moisture that creates a 

mini greenhouse around the tree and can increase 

growth up to 600% in the first two years.  In addition, 

tree shelters provide protection from a variety of ani-

mals and severe weather. 

 

PROMOTES STRAIGHTNESS 
Growth is concentrated on the main stem so 

the tree tends to grow straighter than a tree 

without  

a protector. 

 

EASIER TO HANDLE AND INSTALL  
Corrugated, so it is easier to form a circle 

around the tree and to thread the lock ties 

through the holes. 

 

SIMPLIFIES CARE  
The protectors make it easier to located  

and water the trees. 

THESE TREE PROTECTORS SHOULD NOT BE USED ON  

EVERGREENS OR SHRUBS 

 THEY ARE DESIGNED TO BE USED ON HARDWOOD TREES ONLY. 

Tree Mats 

5 mats w/ staples - $6.25 

$2.00 - 36ò Tree Protector  

$3.00 - 36ò Tree Protector w/wooden stake  
 

$2.50 - 48ò Tree Protector  

$3.75 - 48ò Tree Protector w/ wooden stake 



 
  

BULLõs Well Drilling 
  
  

Well Drilling & Pump Service 
  
  

ROCKFORD  

815-962-0111 

  

DEWEY HESLOP TRUCKING &  

 EXCAVATING 
ñWork done to your satisfaction since 1965ò 

  
Backhoe/Grader/Skid-Loader/Catwork/Aglime Spreading/Black 

Dirt/Waterways/ 

Landscaping/Fence Rows Cleaned/Road Stone 
  

Pecatonica 

815-968-8546 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY  
FARM BUREAU 

  

Roger Christin, Manager 

1925 S. Meridian Road 

Rockford, IL  61102 

(815) 962-0653 
òWhere Membership  

Means Valueó 

ñHORIZONSò SPONSORS 

The Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation District will host its 69th Annual 

Meeting and Awards Luncheon on Friday, January 29 at Klehm Arboretum located in 

Rockford.  Following the meal will be a short meeting with an election of three (3) directors 

as well as an awards ceremony.  Highlighting the meeting will a presentation from the 

American Farmland Trust.   
 

Lunch to be catered by Eichmanôs.   
 

For more information and to purchase tickets contact the District office at (815) 965-2392, 

ext. 3.   


