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COVER CROP WORKSHOP

When: April 1, 2014

Time: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (lunch provided)
(optional field tour after lunch)

Where: Durand State Bank Community Room
1005 Cameron Drive
Durand, IL

PLEASE R.S.V.P.
to the Winnebago County Soil & Water Conservation District - (815) 965-2392, x3
(Dennis Anthony) or AgTech - (815) 541-6720 (Trevor Olson) by 3-25-14.

Learn how cover crops can increase your soil fertility and the health of your soil.

Learn about different species of cover crops and where to place them.

Learn how to incorporate cover crops into your forage system.

Learn about the benefits of plant health in your cropping and forage systems.

Learn from one of the Midwest’s most renowned Cover Crop Specialists Dave Robison.

AN plublicationfofithe

Winnebago County S

Dave Robison
Sponsored By:

)  Winnebago County \OJ N RCS

= Soil & Water
=] Conservation District

LEGACY SEEDS%

INTEGRITY IN EVERY BAG

Covserving Our Land Today For Tomorrow

The Winnebago County Soil & Water Conservation District is a locally operated unit of government functioning under lllinois Law.
Our purpose is to promote the protection, maintenance, improvement, and wise use of the soil, water, and related resources within the District.
Est. 1940
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SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE

The Directors of the Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
are taking applications for a scholarship of up to $750.00 ($500 minimum). This will
be awarded to a Winnebago County youth who is or has graduated from a Winnebago
County school, or someone currently enrolled in an accredited college or university, to
further his or her education in an agricultural or natural resource field. This includes
fields such as Agribusiness, Ag-Economics, Agronomy, Natural Resources, Soil and
Crop Science, Forestry, Aquaculture, Wildlife Management, Ag-Science, etc.

To obtain an application, go to our website at www.winnebagoswcd.org or contact the
office at (815) 965-2392, ext. 3. Please type or print legibly in black or blue ink. All
completed forms must be received by March 28" at the district office: Winnebago
County SWCD, 4833 Owen Center Road, Rockford, IL 61101. Any applications sub-
mitted after this date will be disqualified.

Elena Johannsen is junior at Dension University where she is
studying Biology, with an emphasis on ecology. She hopes to
work in marine and freshwater conservation. Last summer she
studied and did research at the Duke University Marine Lab in
Beaufort, NC. Currently she is studying at the Marine Ecology
and Conservation Research Station in Bonaire. Elena grew up
exploring the natural areas and forest preserves of Winnebago
County.

Nikole Steffenhagen graduated from Winnebago High School.
She is currently finishing up her second year at Highland Com-
munity College in Freeport, IL. After Highland, she will be at-
tending UW-Platteville to major in Animal Science with a dairy
emphasis. Nikole stays busy by milking cows and preparing for
the agriculture industry after college. She also enjoy showing
dairy cows during her time off in the summer.
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Winnebago County SWCD
73" Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon

The Winnebago County SWCD held their 73 Annual
Meeting and Awards Luncheon on Friday, January 31 at
Klehm Arboretum. About 95 people attended the event. It
included a short business meeting, and the election of three
directors. Elected to two year terms were Paul Beuth, Roger
Christin and Justin Krohn. Several Individuals and organiza-
tions were recognized for their outstanding efforts in the ar-
eas of Environmental Education, Environmental Awareness,
and Dedication to Water Quality Protection. An Outstanding
Conservation Farmer was recognized, and an individual was
honored for his Distinguished Merit.

The District held a silent auc-

tion to benefit our educational
efforts. Over 40 businesses,
organizations and individuals
donated items such as gift
cards, prints, baked goods,
and other items. $2,960 was
raised in the auction, which
will go into our Education
Fund, which is used for our
scholarship  program and
other educational events.

The District held a rain barrel
design contest last fall. The win-
ning design came from 4"
grade student Analese
Vondrak, from St. Bridget’s
School. A live auction of the
rain barrel was conducted by
Jim Sacia, with the proceeds
from the auction going towards
the school's garden and food
pantry. This was definitely one
of the highlights of the meeting,
as the bidding reached $1,000
for the barrel! It was purchased
by Dwayne Proctor (with
Tessa Chadwick as a silent
partner). They, in turn, donated
the barrel back to the school.

A huge thank-you goes out to
all of the auction donors, with
a special thank-you to Wyffels
Hybrids, for their generous
donation. We also want to
acknowledge Judy Barnard,
one of our Associate Direc-
tors, for helping organize the
auction.

Roger Christin was given the
District's “Distinguished Merit”
Award. Roger recently retired
from the Winnebago/Boone Farm
Bureau in December of 2012,
where he served as the Farm
Bureau manager for 20 vyears.
Roger has always been suppor-
tive of the educational activities
and conservation efforts of the
District and those of our partners,

SWCD Vice Chairman, Paul
Beuth & Roger Christian

and continues to be actively in-
volved.
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Winnebago County SWCD - 73" Annual Meeting and Awards Luncheon cont'd

Rock Valley College “Students for Responsible Environ-
mental Sustainability” Club was selected to receive our
“Environmental Awareness” Award. This club was formed
in 2012 by a group of students in Dr. Joey Holmes Environ-
mental Science Class. The students realized the need to
make a change in people’s mind sets and in their practices, in
order to make our world a better place. They felt a strong
need to take action so they formed the club to start making a
difference. They volunteer to do prairie seed collection, make
bird houses and bird feeders for local parks, and promote
environmental sustainability at their campus. They currently
have about 30 active members studying a variety of subjects.
This award was sponsored by the Four Rivers Environmental
Coalition. Pictured are Club President Abigail Simon and Vice
President Will Freiburger.

Our “Outstanding Conservation Farmer Award” was pre-
sented to Bernie Walsh. Bernie farms approximately 1,100
acres in the Durand area, where he has farmed his whole
life. Most of his land is enrolled in the Conservation Stew-
ardship Program, which is a voluntary program that encour-
ages producers to address resource concerns by providing

\'\\ ':_ > ‘ R s ¢
W S Lang Todav™ TR payments for maintaining and enhancing the conservation

7ebég

activities on their land. Bernie also has his most environ-

239 mentally sensitive lands enrolled in various practices in the

rand State Bank.

Brenden Schultz was awarded the “Environmental Edu-
cation” Award. Brenden has been with the Pecatonica
High School for 10 years, where he teaches the Agricul-
tural, Horticulture & Environmental Science classes. He is
also the adviser to the Durand-Pecatonica-Winnebago
FFA chapter. Brenden likes to incorporate many hands-on
activities for his students, such as field plots and class-
room activities at the Torstenson Family Conservation
Education Center; as well as the construction of the pavil-
ion, and FFA orchard and garden adjacent to the High
School. Pictured is award sponsor Jeff Sterling from
German American State Bank, with Brenden Schultz.

N Conservation Reserve Program, which is geared towards
= water quality protection and wildlife habitat. Pictured is
X Bernie Walsh, and award sponsor Greg Smith from Du-

Stenstrom was awarded our “Dedication to Water Quality
Protection” Award. They received the award because of
their commitment to protection our water quality resources,
and setting an example for others in the County. They under-
stand their responsibility for controlling non-point source pol-
lution on construction sites, and try to prevent any negative
impacts to the environment by using sound planning and im-
plementation of soil erosion and sediment control practices.
Pictured is award sponsor Bill Brenner from Riverside Com-
munity Bank, and Stenstrom Representative Jim Frykman.
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to the following businesses for sponsoring the Annual Meeting on

Durand

Greg Smith
V.P. / Senior Credit Officer

1005 Cameron Drive
P.O. Box 537

Durand, IL 61024
gsmith@durandstatebank.com

‘HACK’S AUCTION & EEALTY SERVICE lNC
‘PECATONICA. ILLINOIS 61063 " ..
-~ (815) 239-1436
e (:regﬂ Swan and Jacoh 'Hachlneister
Auctions e 'Real Estate o Appraisals

815.248.2101
Toll Free 888.722.2101
Fax 815.248.2972

www,hacksaucuon.com

Walt Boothe
Vice President

p|815637.7865
©|8152221925
£]815637.7010

RIVERSIDE
comm whboothe@riversidecommunity.com

6855 East Riverside Bivd
Rockford, IL61114

lndustrial Equipment ..
5075 Manatld - Roklor, s 61100

Material Handling Equipment - Sales, Service & Parts Featuring

TOYOTA
puEnT
T T COCR et SALES  SeTe
PHONE (815) 484-0175
FAX (815) 968-0230

MARK DUMMER 6
EMAIL mdummer@rieonline.com

PRESIDENT

evor Olson

tolson@agtechcrops.com

g-'l‘ech

Phone: (815) 947-3248
Cell: (815) 541-6720

13276 US Route 20 E
Stockton, IL 61085

agtechcrops.com
e

Also providing aerial application.

Joseph R. Affenhoff, P.E.
ncipal
josaltenhoft@arcc
- ARC DESIGN
RESOURCES INC.

5291 ZENITH PARKWAY.
LOVES PARK, ILLINOIS 61111

CIVIL ENGINEERING
LAND SURVEVING

A 4303
ARCDESIGN.COM

ORI2

WINNEBAGO
COUNTY
FOREST
PRESERVE
DISTRICT

Friday, January 31, 2014

Bernie Waish
Syngenta Seed Advisor

phone: (815) 494-7345
mobile: (815) 248-2082

11795 Baker Rd
Durand, IL 61024-9631

berwalshfarm@gmail.com
syngentaseeds.com

_syngenta |

Rinidy Wolier 3% NEWHOLLAND

Store Manager
Mobile: (815) 742-3677

PEABUDY’S NORTH

Phone: (815) 239-2600
Fax: (815) 239-2726

Toll Free: (800) 959-5311

Email: peabudys@aeroinc.net
Website: www.peabudysinc.com

2430 N. Pecatonica Rd.
PO. Box 369
Pecatonica, Illinois 61063

acco B.G, McGartne

WISHOP TILE@®
DRAINAGE

DRAINAGE DOESN'T COST IT PAY
815-629-2688

988-3777 (Mobile)

815-332-4600 (Office)
815-239-9051 (Home)

FAX 815-332-4627

lntermodal Servnces lnc.

President
JoHN DEERE

Jim Johnson

lobile: (815) 739-9750
Jijohnsonsr2@yahoo.com

8680 State Route 64
Sycamore, IL 60178
Office: (815) 899-3580

Fax: (815) 899-3584

DEKALB
IMPLEMENT

COMPANY

Matt Warneke

zEEVIRONMENTAL

8184 Starwood Drive
Loves Park, IL 61111

815/885-4840
cell 815/509-2772
fax 815/885-4841

www.TransEnvironmental.com
mwarneke@TransEnvironmental.com

Pearl City | McConnell | Dakota
Warren | Baileyville | Alliance Nutrition
Alliance Commodities | Juda

m'ﬂw@ et i
? Since 1928

Making Your World Greener....nc

Fertilizer & Chemicals

Foed & Sooc

(815) 247-8431

I FARM EQUlPMENT, INC/

(&,

German American
STATE BANK

High Interest Rates | ATM Refunds | Personalized Services

Don’t just bank. Kasasa.

Winnebago (815) 335-1900 | Pecatonica (815) 239-1700
Open today at kasasa.com/gasb

EQuyy,
Mep,.
T

NEW & USED FARM EQUIPMENT, TRUCKS & TRAILERS
Utility, Car Hauling, Horse, Cargo & Construction
Visit us on the Internet at: www.NiteEquip.cam

Phone: 815-239-9096
Fax: 815-239-9032
email: sales@NiteEquip.com)|

Jerry Sacia — Owner
2388 Conger Road
Pecatonica, IL 61063

We wark for wou.

Landmarik

SERVYICES COOPERATIVE

8411 Freeport Road, Durand, IL 61024
P: 608.819.3401 T: 888.809.0101 ext. 3401
C: 815.703.9122  F: 815.629.2724
www.landmark.coop

PIONEER.

il

MABEE'( FERGUSON

WINNEBAGO-
BOONE
FARM Ann Marie Cain
'BUREAU, Farm Bureau Manager

(815) 962-0653
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WINNEBAGO COUNTY SWCD & USDA-NRCS
OPEN FULL TIME

This is just a reminder that the Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation District, and
the USDA - Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) office is still open 5 days a week,
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and will remain so at our current location.

Last April, the USDA - Farm Service Agency (FSA) reduced its presence in Winnebago County
to only one day a week, on Wednesdays. If you are trying to reach the Winnebago County
FSA any week-day besides Wednesday, you may call the Stephenson County FSA office at
(815) 235-2141, ext. 2.

Customers wishing to have 100% access to FSA records on a full time basis have the opportu-
nity to transfer their farms to an adjacent fully operational county FSA Service Center. How-
ever, the Winnebago County SWCD would encourage you to maintain your records in Winne-
bago County. NORMAL program sign-up activities can occur at either office, even if your
physical records are maintained in Winnebago County. Calling ahead for appointments is en-
couraged, and may be required during peak sign-up periods. There has been NO official
deadline set for producers to transfer their records, and NO official deadline has been set for
permanent office consolidation or closure.

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND
WETLAND COMPLIANCE

High grain prices have caused many operators to break out new land, clear trees, and other
activities to bring land into crop production, including what was Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) acreage. Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive benefits from
USDA, they must be compliant with Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) provisions.

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to ensure
compliance. Something as simple as clearing a fence row, or converting a pasture into crop-
land, could result in losing USDA benéefits. In addition, producers and landowners should con-
tact FSA before modifying, tiling, draining, dredging, filling or leveling any wetland or drainage
ditches.

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for a technical determination is necessary. For
more information on Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions, contact your
FSA County Office or visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov.
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2013 TRANSECT SURVEY RESULTS

This last spring, staff from the Winnebago County SWCD conducted our semi-annual transect survey, to
see what type of tillage trends are going on, and resulting soil loss predictions. This is done not only to
monitor local trends but also statewide trends. Locally, it appears that corn acres are shifting away from
high residue tillage operations to more conventional tillage, especially when you compare 2013 data to
2006 data. I'm sure there are many factors on why no-till acres have reduced, such as reduced soy-
bean acres as producers switch to more continuous corn acres. The alarming number is the amount of
corn farmed under a conventional system, or systems with less than 15% residue. This would have to
result in aggressive tillage on corn following corn, or significant tillage on corn following soybeans.
There are many areas in the County where soil types and/or slopes allow for conventional tillage, but the
main concern is the sloping ground. Hopefully, those who feel the need to aggressive tillage on corn
stalks, or tillage on soybean ground, look into some of the newer equipment out there, such as the verti-
cal tillage tools, that leave a majority of the residue on the soil surface, while still providing some soil
disturbance that they are looking for in seed bed preparations.

Soybeans, on the other hand have stayed consistent, with no-till being the planting method of choice.
Wheat acres were also evaluated, with a majority of them planted with minimal or no tillage.

As we all know, tillage types and residue levels remaining all equate to predicted erosion levels. Soils
have a “tolerable” soil loss level, or “T” value, typically 5 tons per acre per year. The goal of this pro-
gram when it started in the early 1990s was to achieve “T” by 2000 throughout the state. That challenge
proved to be too tough to accomplish. The table below shows that in fact, trends are changing, with the
% of cropland farmed at a tolerable soil loss level reducing from 93% in 2006 to 88.5% last year. This
most likely corresponds with the reduce residue levels in corn fields. Hopefully this is a trend that we
can reverse!!

There are a few disclaimers to this information. For instance, this survey is conducted in early June,
after crops are planted, so it does not ascertain whether tillage is done in the fall or spring. The use of
cover crops is also not factored in to the cropping system information, which can greatly impact erosion
potential.

Corn - 431 Points surveyed Soybeans — 199 points surveyed

Tillage Type 2006 | 2009 | 2011 | 2013 Tillage Type 2006 | 2009 2011 | 2013
No-Till 26% 13% | 11% 14% No-Till 50% | 58% 48% | 54%
Mulch Till 25% | 40% | 27% 10% Mulch Till 26% | 22% 25% | 15%
Reduced Till 29% | 33% | 32% | 24% Reduced Till 22% | 17% 18% | 18%
Conventional 21% | 14% | 30% | 52% Conventional 2% 4% 9% 14%

100% - 100% -

zg:;: Corn Zg: : : : | Soybeans

70% - 70% =

60% - M conventional 60% - M conventional

50% - reduced 50% - reduced

ig:ﬁ | | : mmulch igz;: : Emulch

20% - Hno-till 0% 4 mno-till

10% - 10% -

0% - 0% -
Erosion Levels — Meeting T

No-Till - Corn >40% foIIow!ng soybeans T Level 2006 2009 2011 | 2013

Soybeans >80% following corn
Mulch Till 30-50% residue remaining Below T 93% 91% 90% | 88.5%
Reduced Tillage 15-30% residue remaining 12T 6% % 8% 9%
Conventional Tillage | <15% residue remaining > 2T 1% 2% 2% 2.5%

I —
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Mark Your Calendars

e March 21 - Tree Sale Deadline TO BECOME A 2015

e March 25 - SWCD Board Meeting “HORIZONS” SPONSOR
e March 28 - Scholarship Deadline CONTACT THE DISTRICT
e April 1 - Cover Crop Field Day

e April 8 & 10 - N.E. IL Envirothon Competition (815) 965-2392, x3

e  April 10-12 - lllinois Lakes Management
Association Conference - www.ilma-lakes.org

e April 12 - Earth Day at Rock Valley College
April 22 - Earth Day

April 25 - Arbor Day

April 29 - SWCD Board Meeting

May 3 - Spring Metals Drive - www.knib.org

\isit the District website for information on programs and news.

wWwWwwWinRebageswee.erg
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o Rain Barrels for Sale i
- -
- Stop letting your stormwater wash away and start puttin &
Y y y i

i it to use with a rain barrel. These barrels come fully as- 57
b sembled with a screen mesh lid, two overflow valves and o
Q a bottom drain plug. These barrels have previously been 83
s::; used to ship pickled food overseas. These barrels make 83
{3 excellent gifts! Available colors include: terra cotta, 83
{3 grey, blue and black. The barrels are $70.00 each if just a
pil one is purchased or $65.00 if two or more are purchased. pilf
&, Call the SWCD Office at (815) 965-2392 ext. 3 for color and barrel avail- £,
¢=  ability and to place an order. &

1
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“HORIZONS’” SPONSORS - 2014

The following businesses are sponsoring your Soil and Water Conservation Districts “Horizons”.

i ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁ[_{ Craig Dummer

S TRAC Independent Sales Representative for
Rﬁ ILLINOI TOR & EQU Pioneer® hrand products and
fgﬁﬁ IPJI@ PHI® Insurance Services
§OF NITE Wy
¢ PO Box 485
NEW & USED FARM EQUIPMENT, TRUCKS & TRAILERS pIONEER Pecatonica, IL 61063
Vtility, Car Hauling, Horse, Cargo & Constraction Inbrdchrdmdd (815) 239-2331 Tel

Visit us on the Internet at: www.NiteEquip.com {815) 222-5700 Cell

Jerry Sacia — Owner Phone: 815-239-2096 (815) 239-1044 Fax
2388 Conger Road Fax: 815-239-5032 eraig.dummer@plantpioneer.com
Pecatonica, IL 61063 email: sales@NiteEquip.com

Du]_'and State Bank  815-332-4600 (Office) 988-3777 (Mobile)

| FAX 815-332-4627 815-239-9051 (Home)

lntermodal Servnces, lnc.

1 ? Rallcar Loading & Unloading e

1382 Ipsen Rd.
Belvidere, IL 61008
- U.S. 20 Bypass & [-90

1005 Cameron Drive <
P.O. Box 537 13697 Best Road
Durand, IL 61024 Davis, IL 61019
815-248-2101 www.durandstatebank.com 815-248-2711

DEWEY HESLOP TRUCKING &

EXCAVATING BULL's Well Drilling

“Work done to your satisfaction since 1965”

Backhoe/Trackhoe/Grader/Skid-Loader/Catwork/Black Dirt- Well Drilling & Pump Service
Waterways/Landscaping/Fence Rows Cleaned/Road Stone
Pecatonica ROCKFORD
815-968-8546 815-962-0111
Ludewig Drainage German American
Kenneth C. Ludewig STATE BANK
Owner High Interest Rates | ATM Refunds | Personalized Services

Don’t just bank. Kasasa.

Winnebago (815) 335-1900 | Pecatonica (815) 2391700

Member

12604 Haldane Rd. Bus.: (815) 938-3304
Polo, IL 61064 Res.: (815) 938-2543

Open today at l(dsasa.com/gasb
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“HORIZONS’” SPONSORS - 2014

The following businesses are sponsoring your Soil and Water Conservation Districts “Horizons”.

WISHOP TILE@
DRAINAGE

DRAINAGE DOESN'T COST IT PAYS.
815-629-2688

WINNEBAGO-

BOONE Ann Marie Cain
FARM Farm Bureau Manager
BUBEA‘I@ (815) 962-0653

Bernie Waish | phone: (815) 494-7345
Syngenta Seed Advisor | mobile: (815) 248-2082

| 11795 Baker Rd
| Durand, IL 61024-9631

| berwalshfarm@gmail.com
| syngentaseeds.com

Pearl City | McConnell | Dakota
Warren | Baileyville | Alliance Nutrition
% GoldenHarvest & Soybeans Alliance Commaodities | Juda

“Time fo
N | E—;z <

|

r Yqyr Wat Well Checkup”

National Groundwater Awareness Week March 9-15, 2014

ETNEL
groundwater
AARAAAARA
awareness week

To learn more, visit www.WellOwner.org or call NGWA customer service at 800 551.7379 (614 898.7791).
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TIME TO SCHEDULE YOUR
ANNUAL WATER WELL CHECKUP!

Just as you check your furnace or smoke detector batteries seasonally, spring is a
good season to have an annual water well checkup before the peak water use sea-
son begins, according to the National Ground Water Association (NGWA).

Why is it a good idea to have my water well checked annually?

An annual checkup by a qualified water well contractor is the best way to ensure
problem-free service and quality water.

Also, preventative maintenance usually is less costly than emergency maintenance,
and good well maintenance, like good car maintenance, can prolong the life of your
well and related equipment.

The Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation District further recommends you test your water whenever
there is a change in taste, odor, or appearance, or when the system is serviced. Private water users should test at
least yearly for bacteria and other contaminants. Even if your water is safe, yearly testing will enable you to have a
record of your water's prior history, so that if a change occurs, you will know. In addition, should anyone damage
your water supply, you will have proof of your water quality prior to the damage. Water sampling is done by the
Winnebago County Health Department. Water sampling kits can be picked up at several outreach sites throughout
the County, one of which being the SWCD Office. Water samples must be dropped off at outreach sites by 11:00
AM on the 4™ Wednesday of the month or at the Winnebago County Health Department (WCHD) Monday through
Wednesday 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m., or Thursday from 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Water samples are not accepted by the

WCHD on Fridays. Winnebago Count
(] unty
@@Health Department

(815) 720-4101
Wells can provide high-quality drinking water, and about half the U.S. population receives its drinking water from
wells. But with well ownership comes the responsibility of keeping the water well in good working order. A check of
your well by a qualified water well contractor may include:

Schedule your annual water well checkup.

& A flow test to determine system output, along with a check of the water level before and during pumping (if pos-
sible), pump motor performance (check amp load, grounding and line voltage), pressure tank and switch con-
tact and general water quality (odor, cloudiness, etc.)

( o

A well equipment inspection to assure it's sanitary and meets local code.

( o

A test of your water for coliform bacteria and nitrates and anything else of local concern. Other typical addi-
tional test are those for iron, manganese, water hardness, sulfides and other water constituents that cause
problems with plumbing, staining, water appearance and odor.

The SWCD also recommends that well owners:

& Keep hazardous chemicals such as paint, fertilizer, pesticides and motor oil far from your well and maintain a
“clean” zone of at least 50 feet between your well and any kennels and livestock operations.

Main proper separation between your well and buildings, waste systems and chemical storage areas.

¢

& Periodically check the well cover or well cap on top of the casing (well) to ensure it is in good repair and se-
curely attached. lIts seal should keep our insects and rodents.

¢ Keep your well records in a safe place. These include the construction report, annual water well system main-
tenance and water testing results.

For more information go to:
http://wellowner.org/

http://www.ngwa.org/Pages/default.aspx
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RAIN, THAWING SNOW ON
FROZEN SOIL CAN CAUSE RILL EROSION

Source: Penn State Extension
By Sjoerd Duiker

Jan. 13, 2014 - Rill and gully erosion is the detachment and trans-
port of soil by concentrated flow of water. Rills are small enough
to be removed by normal tillage operations. Once they become
deeper than about a foot, and too big to drive across with a tractor,
they become gullies.

Reports are coming in of rill erosion on fields with little crop residue
- especially in soybean stubble or bare corn silage ground. The
| problem is increased if the subsoil is frozen but the surface starts
to thaw because the water cannot infiltrate. The surface soil turns
into a liquid, and soon after water starts to puddle, runoff is the
inevitable result.

If the soil is bare and unprotected rill erosion can become a serious problem, especially if slopes are long. This is
especially worrisome in long-term no-till fields where these concentrated flow paths will grow over time and turn into
gullies. This is why it is so important to manage your soil so that the chance of rill erosion in the winter is reduced.

Key points are:

J  Leave soil completely covered. This means no residue should be removed in the fall, or a cover crop should be
planted early enough to provide full cover going into the winter to protect soil against rill erosion throughout the
cold winter months and early spring.

J Employ living root systems to hold soil in place. Cover crop or economical small grain crop roots are especially
effective in keeping soil in place. It is highly preferred to use no-till methods to establish these crops in the fall
to avoid loosening the soil and reducing its residue cover over the winter. Make sure the cover crops are estab-
lished early enough to provide 80% soil cover and a root system that will hold soil in place.

J  Leave soil very rough and covered with residue until shortly before planting if you do use tillage in your system.
Chisel plowing with straight shanks and leaving the soil very rough helps create many pockets that hold water,
giving it more time to infiltrate before running off. This practice may have limited applicability on slopes steeper
than 8% due to increased risk of break-through that now creates deep incisions in the field.

J Plant on the contour. Runoff is lowed down by the closely spaced plants in the row. On the other hand, runoff
often flows between the rows if they are planted up-and-down the slope.

J Drain perennial wet spots. Drainage helps soil stay aerated so that cover crops can grow there. It is not un-
common to see cover crops die in wet spots which then become sediment sources later on. Check with USDA-
NRCS that the area is not designated as a wetland or you may lose farm payments.

J  Plant grassed waterways in areas of concentrated flow. This may be the solution where concentrated flow cus-
tomarily occurs, for example where seeps exit the soil on hillsides, or newer a road which dumps runoff into a
field. A grassed waterway is a natural or constructed vegetated channel that is shaped and graded to carry
surface water at a sub-erosive velocity to a stable

Soil erosion is still our No. 1 enemy in agriculture - it causes soil productivity to decline and pollutes our surface
waters. Keeping soil in place should be first on every producer’s mind but it involves planning and preparation be-
cause once runoff starts it is too late and one is left with only remediation as an option.
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Order Trees - Deadline, March 21

WINNEBAGO COUNTY SWED

TREE MALE

Shrubs (seedlings, 12-18)
Evergreens (3-4 yr. transplants - 10 -247)
Shade trees (seedlings, 18-24")

Sold in bundle sizes of 5, 25 or 100
price range from $10-$140

ORDER EARLY
SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED

call or go to website for order form
(815) 965-2392, x3
www.winnebagoswcd.org

An amendment to the Soil & Water Conservation Districts Act (Section 22.05) requires the following statement:
“These plants are for conservation purposes only and shall not be used as ornamentals or for landscaping.

The right prescription
for a healthier lam or garden

The Soil Doctor - Lawn & Garden Soil Diagnosis kits are now avail-
able at the SWCD office.

You take the sample AFTER you pick up the kit. Follow the sam-
pling instructions included in the kit and send it into The Soil Doctor
for a laboratory soil analysis.

PAGE 14 HORIZONS



DSIGORN

nscramble the letters to find the words in our

Earth Day
Anagram

Hidden Word (circled letters):

e@durc

e su@r

batihat

g
laifMan
e(e rg

O
alnic l e U

gdeyolc
eyecc®l
hear®

Weesrnoc Word List: animal, clean, conserwe,

ot metiaw ||| Earth Day Maze

Help the sunshine make the sprout grow.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Paul Beuth
John Carlson
Roger Christin
Justin Krohn

Larry McPheron

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS

Judy Barnard
Mark Johnson
Jan Lindenmier
Bill O’Leary
Dwayne Proctor
Garelt Stahl
Harlan Tipton
Dorie Zimmerman

Monthly Board Meetings are held at the Soil &
Water Conservation District Office on the last
Tuesday of the month.

Meetings are open to the public, and interested
citizens are encouraged to attend.

SWCD STAFF

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - Dennis Anthony
danthonyswcd@comcast.net

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR - Melisa Long
melisalong@comcast.net

RESOURCE ANALYST - Jessica Cocroft
jessica-ra-swcd@comcast.net

NRCS STAFF

DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST- Josh Franks
Josh.Franks@il.usda.gov

dOMS ALNNOD OOVAINNIM

All Winnebago County Soil and Water Conservation Districts and Natural
Resource Conservation Service programs and services are offered on a
nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, relig-
ion, sex, age, martial status, or handicap. The Winnebago County SWCD

operates in accordance with the USDA policy. Any person who believes he
or she has been discriminated against should write to the Secretary of Agri-
culture, Washington D.C. 20250.
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